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ei Verily God loves those who fight in his cause.3'1 Light
these passages surely cast, but it pales before the glow of
the Old Testament words: "Like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him/5 2 It pales
before the fire and splendor of the New Testament words:
" For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels,,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.7'3 And again, "But God com-
mended his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us." 4
These last-quoted words suggest one of the chief differ-
ences between the Bible and the Koran. This difference
is in the treatment of sin. Pardon for sin repented of,
punishment for sin persisted in, the Koran constantly .re-
iterates, but the deep, inward experiences of the fifty-first
Psalrn, of the seventh chapter of Romans, are nowhere
approximated. We hear nowhere of a broken heart, of a
contrite spirit. We miss not only the sense of defilement,
the sighs of anguish, but the joy of redemption, the ec-
stasy of relief. If we find nothing like the confession:
"Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned,"6 we miss
also the jubilant cry: "He hath put a new song in my
mouth." °'
In a conception of God which denies fatherhood, and in
which love is subordinated to power, the relation between
God and man will naturally lack the tender intimacy in-
volved in the conception which regards God as Father and
God as Love. This relationship, however, may be both
strong and vital. Both strength' and vitality I find in the
Koran's conception, and the fruits thereof in the lives of
the best Moslems. Here I find myself in disagreement with
the sweeping generalizations of Dr. Zwemer and the school
of criticism that he represents. "God stands aloof from
his creation/' he writes; "only his power is felt, men are
1 Surah LX, 4.         2 Psalm 103 :13.         3 Romans 8 :38 and 30.
4 Romans 5:8.        5 Psalm 60 : 8.	° Psalm 40 : 3.

